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The Saptapadi constitutes the chief ele-
ment of marriage. He pray.. to God to make his
wife cooperate with him in getting plenty of food,
in getting strength, in observing religious vows,
in getting happiness, in caring for the cattle, in
enjoying the good seasons and lastly in observing
religious rites with him. This Saptapadi makes
the marriage irrevocable and they become friends
and partners in life. The bridegroom performs
Homa in the fire and prays to God for their
welfare.

After the oblation in the sacred fire is
over, a stone is placed on the northern side of
the fire. The bridegroom takes the right foot of
the bride and places it on the stone asking her to
be firm like the stone against her enemies or
troubles in life.

Then Laja Homa is performed.  The
bride gets some fried rice from her brother.
The bridegroom adds ghee to it and they both
place it into the fire. The Laja Homa is done
thrice to bring prosperity and long life to the
couple. The couple then go round the fire. The
bridegroom then unties the Kusa-cord round
the waist of the bride. Agni deva, the God of fire.
is considered to be the witness of their mar-
riage and if any one of the partners goes astray
Agni deva, it is believed, will prevent it by
acting as their conscience. The Grihapravesa
Homam is then performed in the Bridegroom's
house.